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President’s Column 
COmments from the CO-presidents 
 
Welcome back to a new school year – and to a new 
year in MEMO!! As your CO-presidents in MEMO, 
we plan to COntinue:  
 
Commitment - MEMO’s commitment to media 
specialists and technology experts across the state 
includes a broad range of support; including providing 
resources for integrating information literacy, 
supporting the maintenance of school library media 
programs, assisting with local media issues such as 
policies and book challenges, lobbying our legislature, 
and providing education and public relations materials.  
 
Communication - MEMO provides members with the 
MEMOrandum newsletter, an annual journal 
(Minnesota Media), a membership directory, the 
MEMOweb website, fall state conference and regional 
meetings, and daily contact through the MEMO 
Listserv. Our new “Leaders Listserv” provides MEMO 
leaders with an additional communication tool that has 
just been added as a resource for MEMO board 
members to keep abreast of immediate issues. 
 
Collaboration - More and more we recognize that we 
are stronger because of our collaboration with others. 
MEMO holds strong affiliations with MLA (Minnesota 
Library Association), the MN State Dept of Ed, AASL 
(American Association of School Libraries), ISTE 
(International Society for Technology in Education), as 
well as our close relationships with many other 
educational organizations. We are so fortunate to have 
constant communication with Mary Mehsikomer and 
Suzanne Miller from the State Department, and we 
benefit greatly from their active role in our 
organization.  Additional collaborative efforts continue 
as this year MEMO and Metronet host a booth at ED-
MN Conference during MEA.  
 
In addition to all of that, you won’t want to miss the 
MEMO fall COnference in October! The support and  

 
 
 
professional networking that we gain from attendance 
at our state conference is particularly critical in a time 
when our programs are in jeopardy. We look forward 
to seeing you there! 
 
As co-presidents we hope to build on the wonderful 
foundation provided by our past MEMO presidents, 
particularly our immediate past president Jane 
Prestebak. It is exciting to see the positive growth that 
can occur when a group of optimistic people works 
together!  

Laurie Conzemius & Mary Garlie 
MEMO Co-Presidents, 2005-2006 

 
CONZEMIUS@SARTELL.K12.MN.US 

MGARLIE@PARKRAPIDS.K12.MN.US 
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MEMO Summer Leaders Workshop – 2005 
 

The Earle Brown Conference Center in Brooklyn 
Center – a new venue for our MEMO summer leaders’ 
retreat – provided a setting for our workshop that was 
both intimate and expansive accommodating both 
individual conversations in the courtyard and a 
workshop for 110. The food was excellent. The rural 
setting in the metro area was calming. The rooms 
onsite were quaint. It is my understanding that plans 
are being made to hold next summer’s retreat (July 19 
– 21, 2006 – Mark your calendars now!) at Earle 
Brown.  
 
30+ people were in attendance for the 2004-2005 
“summary” executive board meeting on Wednesday 
afternoon. It is a real tribute to Jane Prestebak, 
MEMO’s immediate past-president, that each agenda 
item provided a report of collaboration, growth and 
success during her year as president! Special reports by 
Elaine Keefe, our shared lobbyist, and Judy Bull, 
MEMO’s legislative committee chair, as well as a visit 
by State Senator Steve Kelley, highlighted the 
successes for school library media centers and public 
libraries in this past legislative session and the 
shortfalls of that session as well. 
 
What would the summer leaders retreat be without 
dinner, the president-hosted reception, and our silent 
auction of “collectibles”? $306.00 was added to the 
Red Fund coffers and a “good time was had by all”! 
 
Joyce Valenza came to us on Thursday from 
Pennsylvania with her amazing energy and passion for 
our need as media specialists to improve student 
learning by changing what we do every day in our 
schools. While she may have overwhelmed us with the 
breadth of things we could/should do in our unique 
positions, she also planted many seeds – food for 
thought as well as specific, practical suggestions. She 
generously invited us to look at her presentations 
online, use them as we see fit with credit to her for her 
work, and glean the resources and “small steps” we’ll 
use individually to implement her “gospel” in our own 
media centers. Joyce’s PowerPoint presentations, filled 
with live links to additional online resources, can be 
found at her websites:  
Joyce’s homepage: 
http://mciu.org/~spjvweb/jvweb.html  
 
Her Virtual Library is located at 
http://mciu.org/~spjvweb  
 
 

 
 
 
Links to her individual PowerPoint presentations: 
 http://joycevalenza.com/july05.ppt 
 http://joycevalenza.com/searching.ppt 
 http://joycevalenza.com/garden.ppt 
 http://joycevalenza.com/changing.ppt 
 
108 media professionals participated in Thursday’s 
workshop. 
 
Friday’s board meeting, attended by 23 MEMO leaders 
and presided over by new co-presidents Laurie 
Conzemius and Mary Garlie, set the tone for 2005-
2006. The policy manual is being reviewed and 
revised; it will be presented to the board for adoption at 
the fall executive board meeting. MEMO will continue 
to build on the communication and collaborative 
efforts of our past MEMO leaders. 
 
The success of this summer leaders retreat is a result of 
the active participation of MEMO’s valuable 
volunteers – those who serve as board members, 
special interest division chairs, region chairs and 
committee chairs – and to all whose input helps to 
shape our organization. Your high level of involvement 
on behalf of school library media specialists in 
Minnesota and beyond is both respected and 
appreciated! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMO Calendar 
 
 
September 28, Banned Books Week Dinner 
 
October 6-9, AASL Conference, Pittsburgh 
 

October 14-15,  MEMO Fall 
Conference, Mankato 

 
December  3-6, TIES 2005 Education 
Technology Conference, Minneapolis 
 
July 19-21, 2006. MEMO Leadership 
Conference, Minneapolis 
 
 

MEMO Calendar 
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Celebrate Banned Book Week
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
You are invited to celebrate Banned Book Week with the Minnesota Coalition for Intellectual Freedom 

 at their annual Dinner Meeting. 
 

Wednesday, September 28, 2005, 5:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
St. Paul College Club, AAUW Clubhouse 

990 Summit Avenue, St. Paul (next door to the Governor's Mansion) 
 

Speaker: Lisa Westberg Peters 
"Please Don't Talk About That Book" 

 
After being invited to speak at several schools, Ms. Peters was asked at the last minute not to talk about her book Our 
Family Tree: an Evolution Story. She will talk about those experiences. For more information about Lisa, please visit 
her website @ http://www.lisawestbergpeters.com/bio.html  
5:30 p.m. Registration and Wine Reception  
6:00 p.m. Dinner (Walleye with almonds or Vegetarian)  
7:00 p.m. Program Lisa Westberg Peters  
8:00 p.m. Adjourn  
$30 per person or $50 as a donor (Donor names will appear in the program as a sponsor.)  
For more information please call: Lars Steltzner at 651-270-0668  or complete the registration form below. 

 
Registration deadline: September 21, 2005 

 
Please complete this registration form, include a check made payable to: MCIF for $30 (or $50 donor) and mail to:  
Lars Steltzner, MCIF  - 15998 Putnam Boulevard South  - Afton, MN 55001 
  
 
Name_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Organization Name ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dinner Choice (circle) Walleye with Almonds or Vegetarian 
 
Register early.  There are spaces for only 50 attendees.   Lisa Westberg Peters’ books will be on sale and she will be available to sign them. 
 
The Minnesota Coalition for Intellectual Freedom affirms that access to all points of view by all citizens is necessary for the preservation of a 
democratic way of life.  The Coalition promotes intellectual freedom and access to information and opposes their abridgement by any governing 
body. 
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Why should library media specialists care 
about who teaches keyboarding? 
(Part one of a three part series) 
  
In the late 90’s, the state standards of Minnesota stated 
that keyboarding would be mastered at an age 
appropriate speed and accuracy before the  
end of fifth grade.  Until that point, each school district  
had handled keyboarding in its own way with the 
majority leaving it until junior high or high school.  
Because of the emphasis on word processing in the  
elementary, keyboarding shifted to the elementary 
school.  Over several years it was a controversial topic 
with business educators feeling that most elementary 
teachers are not qualified to teach keyboarding.  The 
state responded to the business educators’ frustration 
by incorporating into law a statute which requires a 
license to teach keyboarding (Minnesota Rule 
8710.4525).  The statute allowed classroom teachers an 
opportunity to teach their own classes keyboarding 
without licensure.  Library media specialists, computer 
technologists, and teachers who teach another teacher’s 
classroom are required to be licensed in keyboarding. 
  
Three reasons come to my mind as to why library 
media specialists should care about who teaches 
keyboarding.  First, in a survey conducted through our 
listserv, 31% of the school districts responding have 
the library media specialists teaching keyboarding.  If 
the library media specialist is certified in keyboarding, 
the school district would not have any problems.  
According to the statute if s/he is not, the school 
district might lose some of its funding.  Second, some 
districts use the library media specialists to teach 
workshops on keyboarding to the classroom teachers. 
(Our school district does this).  Although this does not 
require certification, the certification would give the 
library media specialist written expertise.  The third 
reason is by far the most important.  This past spring 
three school districts advertising in the newspaper for 
library media specialists stated in the ad they were 
looking to hire a library media specialist who 
possessed a keyboarding license.  School districts are 
beginning to look at a keyboarding license as necessary 
for employment.  It was that fact that caused me some 
anxiety. 
 
Am I saying that all library media specialists need to 
get a keyboarding license?  No.  I want all of us to be  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
aware the keyboarding license is carrying more weight.  
If you know for sure you will never need  
it, then do not consider getting it.  Additionally, I am 
not saying that you need to drop everything and go to 
school.  There is an alternative.  The state will give a 
keyboarding license based on a portfolio.  I am 
working on getting more details on the portfolio and 
will pass that on to you in Part Two. 

 Gina Light 
Library Media Specialist 

Pearson Elementary 
Shakopee, MN 

 
 

 
A little support from above 

 
A Winona Area Public Schools 
committee discussing the renovation 
and relocation of the WSHS media 
center got a full view of Tuesday night's 
storm from the glass windows of the 
second-floor library. Mary Alice 

Anderson was met with thunderous applause from 
above after urging the group to check out a media 
center program in Iowa City. "That was God agreeing 
with you," committee member Richard Pflughoeft said. 
(Winona Daily News, Aug. 13, 2005)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Keyboarding Issue 

MEMO Calendar 
 
 

Search the MEMO web site to learn more 
about MEMO activities, the media program 

census, state media program guidelines and 
the Fall Conference. 

 
 

www.memoweb.org 
 

Learn More About MEMO 
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TIES 2005 Education 
Technology 
Conference  
December 3-6, 2005 
Minneapolis Hyatt 
Regency Hotel 
 
 

Minnesota’s largest technology showcase! 
 
� Bernajean Porter, an expert in large-scale 
systemic change, with the December 5 opening 
keynote address,  “The Answer to How Is… Yes.” 
It is time for collective invention toward what 
works using data to guide our way.  
 
� Over 40 hands-on preconference workshops 
on bringing technology into the classroom, 
December 3-4. 
 
� Over 100 sessions by national experts and 
local practitioners, December 5-6, covering best 
practices across the spectrum of instruction, 
assessment, leadership, technical support and 
much more. 
 
� More than 100 of the nation’s top vendors to 
help you compare hardware, software and 
services, December 5-6.  
 
Find details at www.ties.k12.mn.us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who Will Help Ann Write the Curriculum?  
 
SELS, the multitype library cooperative headquartered 
in Rochester, has received an LSTA grant to create a 
curriculum incorporating the ELM databases, online 
resources, the SELCO iPAC, & MnLINK for K-12 
students. The curriculum will teach the research and 
library skills to support the Minnesota Academic 
Standards. We need your experience to develop 
curriculum units.  
 
SELS needs Library Media Specialists to write 
curriculum units based on what they already teach and 
to develop new units that address specific areas of the 
Standards and ELM databases. You can work 
individually or as a team. It is not necessary to work in 
Rochester; you may work remotely. Payment is by the 
completed unit. For more information go to 
http://selco.info/resources/k-12resources/lsta_curriculum/ 
Under More Information for Writers you will find 
sample lesson plans and criteria for the units.  
 
I’m starting to feel like the Little Red Hen—everyone 
is interested in the final curriculum, but few are 
interested in participating in the writing process! Please 
consider writing with us. These lesson plans and 
pathfinders will be most useful if they are developed 
by experienced media specialists.  
 
Please contact Ann Walker Smalley if you are 
interested in working on this project.  

asmalley@selco.info  
1-800-992-5061  
1-507-288-5513  

 
Ed note:  There is no firm deadline; the tentative goal 
is to have some number of lesson plans up on 
SELCO/SELS Web site by late October so MS can 
review and comment.  Media Specialists can work at 
their own pace to submit lesson plans/pathfinders by 
mid-October. Ann will meet with you by phone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Register now! 
MEMO fall Conference 

October 13-15, 2005 
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Online Courses at UW-Stout 

University of Wisconsin-Stout has four online courses 
starting in September and October that you won't want 
to miss!  

As with all UW-Stout online courses, activities are 
scheduled in a way that adapt to your busy schedule. If 
you are a media specialist, you don't want to miss these 
professional development opportunities.  

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN – Sign up today! 
http://www.uwstout.edu/soe/profdev/register.shtml 
 
Advocacy and Emerging Issues for Media 
Specialists 
http://www.uwstout.edu/soe/profdev/issues/ 
EDUC 796 627F - 2 cr. hrs. begins September 26, 2005  
Designed for K-12 school media specialists to discuss 
the critical issues facing the school library media 
profession and increase your leadership roles within 
the school community, as well as outreach and 
advocacy for your media center to help you and your 
program thrive and survive. Your projects will aid with 
licensure/re-certification requirements, job searches, 
and annual evaluation or school board presentations to 
increase awareness and support for the role of school 
library media programs.  
 
School Library and Classroom Collaborations 
http://www.uwstout.edu/soe/profdev/collaborate/ 
EDUC 796 640F - 2 cr. hrs. begins October 17, 2005  
This course is for the Library Media Specialist who is 
trying to strengthen collaboration activities between 
the media center and the classroom. The course will 
examine ways to make collaboration a success whether 
in a fixed or flexible schedule environment and explore 
strategies to work effectively with administrators in 
creating adaptive schedules from early primary to high 
school. Explore ways to support content area and 
literacy standards and utilize the Big6 information  
problem solving model and other best practices for 
developing information literacy skills. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teaching Young Adult Literature (gr.6-12) 
http://www.uwstout.edu/soe/profdev/yalit/ 
EDUC 744 645F - 3 cr. hrs. begins September 26, 
2005  
Focus on building an appreciation of literature, 
encouraging student reading and developing 
activities for critical thinking and literacy skills 
across the curriculum. Discuss the culture of teens, 
popular fiction, information books and books cited  
for literary qualities and integration of young adult 
literature as an integral part of the classroom and 
library media center curriculum. 
 
Teaching Children's Literature (K-5) 
http://www.uwstout.edu/soe/profdev/childrenslit/ 
EDUC 744 618F - 3 cr. hrs. begins September 26, 2005  
Explore the world of today's authors and illustrators 
and the best new fiction and information books. 
Discuss exciting new ways to integrate children's 
literature with literacy needs. 
 
ADDITIONAL ONLINE COURSES 
**Visit the University of Wisconsin-Stout website to 
find out more information. 
http://www.uwstout.edu/soe/profdev/  
Additional courses of interest to library media 
specialists include topics such as designing and 
enhancing your media center website, problem based 
learning, critical thinking, using handheld computers 
(PDAs) in the media center, digital photography, 
creating videos to support your curriculum, and using 
Inspiration to teach note-taking, outlining,  
organizing and communicating information. 
 
For more information contact: 
Email: vanderveldej@uwstout.edu 
Joan Vandervelde, Online Professional Development 
Program Coordinator 
715-642-0209

 

 

Submit your articles for the October 
MEMORandom by September 22 to 

maryalicea@mac.com 
Microsoft Word Files preferred. MEMORandom 

especially needs information from MEMO 
leaders and information about regional 

activities. 
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MEMOrandom is published monthly except in June, 
July and August by the Minnesota Educational Media 
Organization, MEMO/D.Sylte, PO Box 130555 
Roseville, MN 55113-0005 under the auspices of the 
Communications Committee co-chaired by Jane 
Prestebak and Mary Alice Anderson 
  
Submissions to the newsletter may be sent to Mary 
Alice Anderson, MEMOrandom Editor, 1666 
Clubview Rd, Winona MN 55987. Submissions in MS 
word processing are particularly welcome. Articles 
can also be sent via Internet to: 
Maryalicea@mac.com  
 
ISSN number: 1542-3689 
 
MEMO’s phone AND fax number:  651-771-8672 
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