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President’s Column 

Seventy percent of success in life is showing up. – 
 Woody Allen 

 
I am just back from the American Library 
Association’s Midwinter Conference in San Diego. 
(The weather was great and the zoo was wonderful. 
Thanks for asking.)  
 
Unlike conferences that have speakers, programs 
and workshops, Midwinter is devoted to the 
business of running ALA and most of that business 
is done through committees and boards. Why, might 
you wonder, would anyone with any sanity attend 
such a conference? 
 
Judith Rodgers and I served as MEMO’s 
representatives to AASL’s Affiliate Assembly. That 
meeting is MEMO’s chance to have its voice heard 
by ALA. We were able to express our concern 
about the impact of NCLB legislation on school 
library programs. We were able to encourage 
ALA’s investigation into North Central standards 
for school libraries (or lack thereof.) We shared our 
concern about how budget reductions in education 
have impacted our programs. We spoke for 
Minnesota library media specialists and the 
Minnesota students and teachers they serve. 
 
As much as I dislike the sloth- like movement of 
committees and boards, I recognize their 
importance and you should too. The genius of 
committee and board work rests on the old truism 
that “all of us are smarter than any one of us.” I’m 
not talking about just national groups, but those at 
the local and state level that make decisions and 
plans that have a direct bearing on your future.  
 

I hope every media specialist and technology 
coordinator is on his/her building site team, staff 
development committee and technology committee. 
My lovely wife Anne serves on her school’s BLT. 
The acronym is for Building Leadership Team, not 
Bacon Lettuce and Tomato. (But if it were the later, 
I assure her, she’d definitely be the tomato.) 
 
Strong media and technology voices are needed on 
the district versions of those as well, along with 
district- level curriculum committees. Planning and 
goal setting in our district is threatening to take over 
life as we know it. While part of me believes that 
planning is what we do while waiting for accidental 
results, I also know that if media and technology are 
to be a vital part of an envisioned future, somebody 
has to be there to make sure it is included. But you 
know that already. 
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What I would urge you think about is getting (or 
staying) involved in statewide planning and 
decision-making groups as well. And we got a lot of 
them! Check these current efforts out: 

- State Technology Plan 
- Digital Learning Plan  
- State Library Plan for Library and Media 

Service 
- Library Development Service Advisory 

Board  
- Minnesota Library Council 

 
Even if you, personally, cannot attend some of these 
meetings, you can get your ideas to the MEMO 
representatives on them. Jane Prestebak or I can 
carry your ideas to the State Technology Plan and 
Digital Learning Plan groups. RIGHT NOW, Lars 
Steltzner <steltzner@winternet.com> and Ann 
Smalley <annsmalley@mac.com>, our 
representatives on the Minnesota Library Council, 
are looking out for our views on the State Library 
Plan. Let Ann or Lars know, when it comes to all 
library services in the state: 

o How do we build upon what 
Minnesota has already 
accomplished?  

o What changes need to occur?  
o What gaps exist in current library 

services? 
o What do you see as the future of 

library service?  
 

Show up and speak up in life. No one will do it for 
you. 
 

Doug Johnson, MEMO President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ACLDS 
I am a member of the Advisory Council for Library 
Development and Services (ACLDS) and I think 
you should think of applying to be a member also.  
 
Since the Council’s four to six meetings per year 
are held during the day, it took a generous 
arrangement with my administrator, but we both 
thought that the decisions made by the council 
affect school media programs and the students they 
serve. And while there are many other friends of 
school media on the council, that it was important to 
hear the word of media specialists directly.  
 
Student achievement and the needs of school library 
media centers need to be stated and restated often. 
It’s also a great place to meet your public library 
colleagues and supporters of Minnesota’s libraries. 
Yes, you are needed!  
 
Please consider joining this important decision 
making group or recommending it to someone who 
can. You will find an application and more 
information @  
http://www.comm.media.state.mn.us/bookstore/state_reg
ister.asp       Additional information is below. 
 

Lars Steltzner, <steltzner@winternet.com>  
 
 
The Department of Education will be posting a notice 
regarding vacancies on the Minnesota Library Advisory 
Council to Library Development and Services in the 
Minnesota State Register. A notice will be sent out on 
the libdev and MEMO listservs when the vacancies are 
announced on the State Register web site The purpose of 
the Minnesota Library Advisory Council is to "be 
broadly representative of the public, school, academic, 
special, and institutional libraries, and libraries serving 
people with disabilities, in the State and of persons using 
such libraries, including disadvantaged persons and 
communities of color."  
 
For any questions, please contact Nancy Walton  
(651/582-8881 or nancy.walton@state.mn.us) or Jym 
Wroblewski (651/582-8805 or 
jym.wroblewski@state.mn.us).  

Ann Walker Smalley 
13475 Gu ild Avenue 

Apple Valley MN 55124 
952.432.6802 
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New netLibrary interface 
 
The launch of “netLibrary 2004” is scheduled for 
January 24.  This new interface offers netLibrary users 
streamlined searching, improved terminology, 
consolidated features, and faster access to content.   
MINITEX Reference Services will offer several 
webinars and hands-on training sessions on netLibrary 
following this upgrade (see 
http://www.minitex.umn.edu/reference/training.asp for 
schedules and registration).   
 
Although netLibrary is part of ELM, many media 
specialists are less familiar with netLibrary than with the 
other ELM resources.  Access to netLibrary via ELM 
provides 11,580 full-content eBooks.  Here’s a small 
sampling of topics and what you might find in 
netLibrary: 
 

• Buying a home:  books covering various 
aspects of buying, improving, inspecting, and 
selling your home, e.g., Buy Your First Home! 

• Wild rice:  a full-text search found over 100 
titles covering Native American culture and 
history, agricultural practice, and 
cooking/nutrition, e.g., The Sacred Harvest: 
Ojibway Wild Rice Gathering, a 48-page book 
for kids.   

• Opera libretti:  Puccini, Rossini, Wagner, 
Mozart, and Strauss (oh my!).   

• Opening a restaurant:  check out Restaurant 
Financial Basics or The Complete Guide to 
Foodservice in Cultural Institutions: Keys to 
Success in Restaurants, Catering, and Special 
Events, both published in 2002.   

• Estate planning:  seven titles on wills, living 
trusts, assets, etc., including The Will Kit and 
Estate Planning Basics (don’t miss over 85 other 
self-help legal guides from Nolo).    

• Literature study:  for author Zora Neale 
Hurston, Bloom’s Notes and Cliffs Notes on 
Their Eyes Were Watching God plus Student  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Companion to Zora Neale Hurston and Women of 
the Harlem Renaissance.  More interested in 
British lit?  Try a search on “Macbeth” and get the 
text of the play plus three other guides for your 
study.   
• Science experiments:  when the Science Fair 

monster rears its gnarly head, take a look at 
Help! My Science Project Is Due Tomorrow!: 
Easy Experiments You Can Do Overnight or 
the Science Experiments Index for Young 
People. 

• Hawaii:  travel guides, children of Hawaii, 
and historical coverage.   

• Construction:  market and sell your services, 
be your own contractor, find cool careers for 
girls, build LEGO projects, or improve the 
construction briefing process. 

• Golf:  choose a golf resort or course, design a 
hole, or sip a little Chicken Soup for the 
Golfer's Soul.   

• Chemistry:  something for everyone, from 
The Properties of Solvents and Solid Phase 
Microextraction to Every Person's Guide to 
Antioxidants and Great Jobs for Chemistry 
Majors 

• . . . or, pick a topic and give it a try:  we 
could go on and on with examples! 

 
For more information on netLibrary, see “Have you 
used netLibrary lately?” from the December 2003 
issue of MINITEX Reference Notes at 
http://www.minitex.umn.edu/publications/refnotes/200
3/dec2003.pdf   
 
 
What: Southeast Regional  MEMO Meeting 
Where : Austin High School  
When:  Tuesday, February 24th  
 5:30-6:00 Social Time/Tour 
 6:00  The Indispensable Librarian 
                     Presentation by Doug Johnson 
 7:00 Dinner 
Contact: Jane Carlson  jcarlson@austin.k12.mn.us 
 

News and Updates 

News and Updates 
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Second Minnesota School Library Media 
Center Program Census begins Feb. 17th  
 
Metronet is again hosting the 2004 census which is 
much shorter and easier to complete. You will be 
receiving a letter about the census, how to access  
it, and the process for stopping and starting online. 
Your superintendent and principal will also be 
receiving a letter explaining the census.  
 
We need your active participation in the Census 
between February 17 and April 16. We will not 
extend the date beyond the middle of April. The 
final report next fall will look like the original 
Check It Out! report. You will receive a copy, as 
will your principal and superintendent.  
 
Please encourage your colleagues to complete the 
census this year. Once again, we'll have an honor 
roll of districts with 100% participation. 217  
districts had 100% participation in 2002. I hope we 
can beat that record in 2004.  
 
Please call or write Susan Baxter at Metronet with 
questions or comments. 651.646-0375 or 
sbaxter@metronet.lib.mn.us The School Library  
Media Center Census is funded with an LSTA grant 
from the Minnesota Department of Education, 
Division of Library Development and School  
Technology. 
 
Editor’s note:  The survey is considerably shorter than the first 

survey. Many MEMO members were involved in developing 
the survey questions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Meet Newbery Award Winning Author 
Kate DiCamillo 
 
You are invited to meet and mingle with Kate 
DiCamillo, the 2004 Newbery Award winner, at the 
16th Spotlight on Books Conference, April  
16-17, at Ruttger's Sugar Lake Lodge. Kate will be 
a featured author at this year's conference, which 
provides a wonderful opportunity to meet, hear, and  
visit with this outstanding author in a lovely 
northern Minnesota setting.  
 
For more information about this conference for 
adults that focuses on youth literature, go to: 
http://nlln.org/spotlight.html . In addition, don’t 
forget, NLLN continuing education scholarships are 
available to library staff in the NLLN region who 
wishes to attend Spotlight on Books. 

 
Ruth Solie, Director  

Northern Lights Library Network  
103 Graystone Plaza  

Detroit Lakes, MN 56501  
 
 
Award nominations needed 
As a MEMO member; you can nominate an adult media 
assistant and an administrator who has been a significant 
contribution to a successful media program for a prestigious 
MEMO award. In light of many district's cut to this vital 
program, it is imperative that we honor those who "honor" 
work and advocate for children's literacy. Be sure to check out 
the online form--you'll find it on the MEMO website!  Jill 
Nysse, Award Committee Co -chair, 
Jill.Nysse@winona.k12.mn.us 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
We need to remind legislators about the importance of ELM to our students and request continued funding 
for school telecommunications needs. 
 
The Advanced Regis tration deadline for Legislative Day is just around the corner (January 30th).  To 
register and more information about Legislative Day, go to www.mnlibraryassociation.org 
<http://www.mnlibraryassociation.org/>to www.mnlibraryassociation.org 
<http://www.mnlibraryassociation.org/>  
 

Library Legislative Day: February 12, 2004 
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Information Literacy Standards for 
Minnesota students  
 
Back in 2000, when MEMO published the 
Standards for Effective Library Media programs, I 
took our brand new and shiny document to the  
curriculum coordinator. He said, "These are 
program standards. I want to know what the 
students will learn." Thus began the idea of 
continuing the MEMO standards project with 
information literacy standards for students. We 
spent a few hours, over a few years, looking at 
national, state, and district model standards for 
information literacy. At a session on standards held 
during the fall conference in Fargo, attendees  
generated lists of what topics they teach. From these 
sources we developed a list of benchmarks divided 
into four general categories: research process, 
technology skills, reading and media literacy, and  
application of ethical and social principals. We 
used, with a few modifications, the format of the 
new content standards for language arts  
and fine arts.  
 
June Gross, Doug Johnson, and I took this list and 
added and subtracted benchmarks and  
skills. The heart of the document is a recursive 
research process that involves formulating a 
question, gathering, evaluating,  
and organizing information, drawing conclusions, 
presenting results to an audience, and evaluating 
both the product and the process.  
 
Technical skills include a short list of essential 
skills aimed at a basic level of competence. For an 
exhaustive list of technical skills (36 pages), see the 
European Computer Driver's License at:  
http://www.ecdl.com/main/syllabus.php#syll4.  
 
The draft standards include both reading for 
information and reading for pleasure. Model library 
media standards and the list of topics gathered  
at the fall conference had numerous references to 
teaching about literature, including genres, book 
awards, and author studies.  
 
Media literacy too has elements both of 
informational media and media produced to tell a 
story. Students need to learn to produce  

documentaries and news reports to communicate 
research conclusions, but they also need to learn to 
create visual stories and appreciate great tales told 
in the language of images and sound.  
 
Ethical and social princip les include intellectual 
freedom, plagiarism, copyright and fair use, respect 
for resources, and protecting privacy.  
 
The draft we created is available at:  
http://www.rdale.k12.mn.us/media/Projects/infolit/ 
index.htm. I emphasize that this is just a draft; the 
document may go through more evolutions  
before being presented to the membership for 
approval. We ask that you take a careful look at the 
draft. Email or call me with your comments.  
(You can also find a table comparing the main parts 
of the information literacy standards to the 
Minnesota Content standards for language arts  
and social studies.)  
 

Jane Prestebak  
jane_prestebak@rdale.k12.mn.us  

evening (952-368-2871)  
day (763-504-4920)  

 
 
 
 
Parent's Guide honors MEMO President 
 
Mankato-Parent’s Guide to Children’s Media, Inc. 
recently honored the new ethics guide Learning 
Right from Wrong in the Digital Age: An Ethics 
Guide for Parents, Teachers, Librarians, and 
Others Who Care About Computer-Using Young 
People written by Doug Johnson, Director of Media 
and Technology, for Mankato Area Public Schools. 
Learning Right from Wrong explores the ethics of 
digital technology through scenarios and discussion 
questions that deal with privacy, property and 
appropriate use issues.  
  
“Faculty and staff who work in the district believe 
in what they are doing—preparing students for the 
future,” said Ed Waltman, Superintendent of 
Mankato Area Public Schools. “When they are able  

(continued on last page)
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/Technology Program 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Winona Middle School Media  
& Technology Program 

MEDIA CENTER and MEDIA/TECHNOLOGY 
PROGRAM PROFILE 

MEMOrandom would like to feature your 
program! 
Please submit the information to maryalicea@mac.com.    
Include 

1. School Name 
2. School Address (street, city, zip) 
3. School District Name 
4. Grades served  
5. Number of students  
6. Contact name  
7. Contact title 
8. Contact phone (include area code)  
9. Contact email 
10. What people would find when they visit your 

media center or media/technology program? 
Please describe special features such as  

- The facility. Is it new? Remodeled? Is there some 
unique about it? 

- Program strengths. (Strong reading program? 
Video broadcast program? Technology  & 
information literacy integration etc? High degree 
of collaboration?) 

- Unique automation system 
 

 
1570 Homer Road 
Winona Area Public Schools 
Grades: 5-8  
Number of students: 1260 
Staff: 1.4 media specialists, 1.6 secretaries 
Contact name: Mary Alice Anderson, Lead Media 
Specialist  
Phone: 507 494 1050 
Email: maryalice.anderson@winona.k2.mn.us 
Web site: http://www.rschooltoday.com/winonamiddle/ 
  
Description:  The WMS media center is a busy, lively 
place. Located in the center of the school, it is easily 
accessible to all students, staff and a wide variety of visitors 
and community groups. The media center has three 
Macintosh computer labs, a staff work area, video 
production area, and classroom used for information 
literacy instruction and meetings. An average of 500 
students and 12 classes visit the media center each day. 
Students in grades 6-8 are on a house schedule with double 
blocks (80 minute class periods); media center scheduling 
is 100% flexible.  5th grade students operate on a traditional 
elementary classroom schedule and use the media center on 
a combination flex/set schedule. Technology is integrated 
throughout all areas the curriculum.  The school also has a 
Macintosh Music Technology Lab and a Windows platform 
modular Industrial Technology Lab. The media center is 
open to students and staff before and after school. 
 
Schools news, weather, and information are broadcast on an 
in-house broadcast system each Friday through the 
collaboration of a Communications/Reading teacher and 
media staff. 5th grade teachers are using the Houghton-
Mifflin Reading series and Learner Profile software to track 
student assessment. Special areas of the collection include a 
large Minnesota author collection, a staff recreational 
reading collection based on donation, and a local history 
collection that includes displays of local history artifacts 
and historical photos. The displays and photos were made 
possible through a grant from SELCO award to WMS and 
the Winona Middle School Media Program. A program 
emphasis is staff development. 
 
The school and media center were built in 2000. 
 

 
 
February 7        MEMO board meeting (ITV) 
 
February 24      MEMO S.E. Region Meeting, Austin 
 
March 12-13       Children’s Literature Conference, 
DeKalb,  
 
March 10-15        Internet @ Schools East, Washington 
DC 

 
April 16              Spotlight on Books 

 
April 18-20         Wisconsin Educational  
                            Media Association  Conference, Madison 

 
April 23-25  Region III AASL  
                             Conference, Minneapolis  
 
June 21-23           NECC, New Orleans 
 
July 21- 23           MEMO Leadership Conference 

Minnesota Humanities  Commission, St.   
Paul 
 

MEMO Calendar 



 You are invited to the annual LIBRARY LEGISLATIVE DAY on 
Wednesday evening, February 11 & Thursday, February 12, 2004.  
Legislators, librarians, trustees, media specialists, library friends 
and all Minnesotans supporting library services are invited. 

 
 In order to make informed decisions, your legislator needs to learn 

about library concerns and you are the most qualified to present the 
case for libraries.  This LIBRARY LEGISLATIVE DAY program will 
bring you up to date on the latest library legislation issues. 

 
 

Registration and briefing will be available Wednesday evening, February 11th as well as Thursday,  
February 12th.  Participants are asked to schedule appointments with individual legislators on 
Thursday.  The Wednesday evening briefing will include information about the lobbying process.   
 
REGISTRATION AND BRIEFING: 

 
Wednesday, February 11 Registration:  5:00 - 6:00 p.m.  Briefing:  6:00 - 7:00 p.m.  

The Commodore, 79 Western Avenue North, St. Paul, MN 
 AND/OR 
Thursday, February 12  Registration:  8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  Briefing:  9:00 - 10:00 a.m. 

Minnesota Judicial Center, 25 Constitution Avenue, St. Paul, MN 
 

*Be sure to make appointments to visit legislators on Thursday between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.* 
 
ADVANCED REGISTRATION FEE - $15.00 when registration is received via email/fax/mail by January 30th. 
 
ON-SITE REGISTRATION FEE - $20.00 after January 30th.  You can register on-site on February 11th and 12th. 
(But you won’t have the opportunity to peruse the valuable information in the registration packet.) 
 
BOX LUNCH: 

 
You may order a box lunch as part of the Advanced Registration option for February 12th.  Box lunches will be available in 
the briefing room at approximately 11:45 a.m.  There are three sandwich options: (1) Veggie OR (2) Turkey with Fontina 
Cheese OR (3) Chicago Beef Sub.  All box lunches will include chips, fruit, and cookie/bar.  Cost is $12.50--in addition to 
your registration fee--for each lunch and is to be included with your registration check.  Please complete lunch order at 
bottom of registration form.  PLEASE NOTE: The lunch order will be finalized on February 2, 2004. 
 
REGISTRATION FORM: 

 
NAME:                 

ADDRESS:                

CITY/STATE/ZIP:                

EMAIL ADDRESS:               

LIBRARY OR SCHOOL AFFILIATION:              

__ I WILL ATTEND WEDNESDAY EVENING BRIEFING   AND/OR   __ THURSDAY MORNING BRIEFING  

I AM A MEMBER OF: __ MEMO __ MLA __ MALF __ OTHER:        
 
PAYMENT OPTION: __ Check __ Invoice __ Visa/Mastercard 
   Make checks payable to MLA Acct. #:          Exp. Date:   
   1619 Dayton Ave, #314  Signature:         
   St. Paul, MN 55104 
 

Box Lunch Order -- Include additional $12.50  with registration fee. 
Circle sandwich choice :                    Veggie               or                Turkey or Beef 
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Educational Printed Materials  

Parents Guide honors, continued. . . . 
 
to share their skills and talents with other groups through avenues such as published works, it showcases the level 
of quality that students have access to.” 
  
According to Parent’s Guide, books and materials that receive awards in the Parenting Materials division are those 
that are “informative, accurate, serve children, inform parents, enrich families or assist adults in encouraging 
children’s love of learning.” 
 
For more information about this news release contact Ed Waltman, Superintendent at Mankato Area Public 
Schools, at 387-1868. 


